
MINUTES
NATURAL RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE, AND ENVIRONMENT
INTERIM COMMITTEE
Wednesday, May 15, 2019|1:15 p.m.|30 House Building

Members Present:
Sen. Ralph Okerlund, Chair
Rep. Keven J. Stratton, Chair
Sen. Allen M. Christensen
Sen. David P. Hinkins
Sen. Jani Iwamoto
Sen. Scott D. Sandall
Rep. Carl R. Albrecht
Rep. Scott H. Chew
Rep. Jennifer Dailey-Provost
Rep. Susan Duckworth
Rep. Joel Ferry
Rep. Phil Lyman

Rep. Michael K. McKell
Rep. Calvin R. Musselman
Rep. Mike Schultz
Rep. Casey Snider
Rep. Christine F. Watkins
Rep. Logan Wilde
 
Members Absent:
Rep. Timothy D. Hawkes
 
Staff Present:
Mr. J Brian Allred, Policy Analyst
Ms. Patricia Owen, Associate General Counsel
Ms. Cassidy Hansen, Administrative Assistant

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

Rep. Keven J. Stratton called the meeting to order at 1:19 p.m.

1 . Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office Reports / Activities and Expenditures / R.S. 2477 Plan / Utah
Wilderness Act

Kathleen Clark, Coordinator, Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office, discussed activities of the office and the status
of state efforts to identify and designate R.S. 2477 rights-of-way in the state. 

2019 R.S. 277 Plan Summary and Draft Plan

Report on PLPCO Activities

2 . Committee Business

3 . Introduction of Department Heads Recently Appointed by Governor Herbert

Brian Steed, proposed executive director, Department of Natural Resources, discussed his qualifications and
answered questions from the committee.

Kerry Gibson, proposed commissioner, Department of Agriculture, discussed his qualifications and answered
questions from the committee.

MOTION: Sen. David P. Hinkins moved to favorably recommend Brian Steed to the full Senate to be
confirmed as the Director of the Department of Natural Resources and to favorably recommend
Kerry Gibson as Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Food. The motion passed with
a vote of 17 - 1 - 1.
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Yeas-17 Nays-1 Absent-1
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. S. Duckworth
Rep. J. Ferry
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. J. Dailey-Provost Rep. T. Hawkes

4 . Committee Business

MOTION: Rep. Carl R. Albrecht moved to approve minutes of the November 14, 2018, meeting minutes. The
motion passed with a vote of 18 - 0 - 1.

Yeas-18 Nays-0 Absent-1
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Rep. J. Ferry
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. T. Hawkes

5 . Interim Study Planning

2019 Reports and Studies

J Brian Allred, Policy Analyst, Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel, discussed study items, sunset
reviews, and statutorily required reports.

Chair Stratton stated that a report from the School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration would be added to
the proposed study list.

MOTION: Sen. Hinkins moved to allow the committee chairs to open bill files related to any of the items on
the adopted interim study item list. The motion passed with a vote of 16 - 0 - 3.
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Yeas-16 Nays-0 Absent-3
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins

Rep. J. Ferry
Rep. T. Hawkes
Rep. L. Wilde

MOTION: Sen. Christensen moved to adopt the 2019 Reports and Studies list. The motion passed with a vote
of 16 - 0 - 3.

Yeas-16 Nays-0 Absent-3
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins

Rep. J. Ferry
Rep. T. Hawkes
Rep. L. Wilde

6 . Report on Water Resources / Snow Pack / Runoff / Reservoir Levels

Brian McInerny, Hydrologist, National Weather Service, discussed water output and flooding risk.

Glen Merrill, Meteorologist, National Weather Service, discussed future weather patterns for the remainder of May.

Utah Water Outlook

Kent Sutcliffe, Hydrologist, Natural Resources Conservation Service, discussed snow water equivalent
measurements and stream flow forecasts.

Snowpack Update

Laura Haskell, Engineer, Division of Water Resources, discussed reservoir fill levels.

Reservoir Levels Presentation

7 . Mountainous Planning District
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Wilf Sommerkorn, Director, Salt Lake County Regional Planning and Transportation, discussed the work of the
Mountainous Planning District.

MPD Report

Jim Palmer, member, Mountain Planning Commission, discussed the role of the commission.

Barbara Cameron, Chair, Big Cottonwood Community Council, discussed the progress of Brighton becoming a town,
and spoke in favor of the commission.

8 . Sunset Review - Title 19, Chapter 6, Part 3, Hazardous Substances Mitigation Act, repealed July 1,
2020.

Scott Baird, Deputy Director, Department of Environmental Quality, introduced Hans Millican.

Hans Millican, Branch Director, discussed the act and recommended the act be reauthorized for 10 years.

HSMA Presentation

MOTION: Sen. Hinkins moved to recommenced that the sunset date of the Hazardous Substances Mitigation
Act be extended to July 1, 2030. The motion passed with a vote of 13 - 0 - 6.

Yeas-13 Nays-0 Absent-6
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. D. Hinkins
Rep. P. Lyman
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. J. Ferry
Rep. T. Hawkes
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. M. McKell
Sen. R. Okerlund
Rep. C. Watkins

9 . Sunset Review - Title 19, Chapter 6, Part 8, Waste Tire Recycling Act, repealed July 1, 2020.

Scott Baird, Deputy Director, Department of Environmental Quality, introduced Ty Howard.

Ty Howard, Director, Division of Waste Management and Radiation Control, spoke to the act and recommended the
act be reauthorized for 10 years.

Waste Tire Recycling Act Presentation

MOTION: Rep. Albrecht moved to recommenced that the sunset date of the Waste Tire Recycling Act be
extended to July 1, 2030. The motion passed with a vote of 15 - 0 - 4.
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Yeas-15 Nays-0 Absent-4
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. J. Ferry
Rep. T. Hawkes
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman

Darin Underwood, Deputy Auditor General, Office of the Legislative Auditor General, discussed the audit of the Waste
Tire Recycling Act.

10 . Sunset Review - Subsection 53C-3-203(4)(b)(vii) which provides for the distribution of money from
the Land Exchange Distribution Account to the Geological Survey for test wells, other hydrologic studies,
and air quality monitoring in the West Desert, is repealed July 1, 2020.

Mike Hylland, Deputy Director, Utah Geological Survey, discussed the purpose of the hydro geologic studies and
recommended that the funding for the project be extended.

MOTION: Sen. Hinkins moved to recommenced that the sunset date of Subsection 53C-3-203(4)(b)(vii) be
extended to July 1, 2030. The motion passed with a vote of 15 - 0 - 4.

Yeas-15 Nays-0 Absent-4
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Rep. J. Ferry
Sen. D. Hinkins
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. T. Hawkes
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Rep. M. Schultz

11 . President Trump's Executive Order 13868 - Promoting Energy Infrastructure and Economic Growth

Executive Order 13868 - Promoting Energy Infrastructure and Economic Growth

Erica Gaddis, Director, Division of Water Quality, discussed provisions of Executive Order 13868 that pertain to water
certifications under the Clean Water Act.

12 . Other Items/Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Dailey-Provost moved to adjourn. The motion passed with a vote of 13 - 0 - 6.
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Yeas-13 Nays-0 Absent-6
Rep. C. Albrecht
Rep. S. Chew
Sen. A. Christensen
Rep. J. Dailey-Provost
Rep. S. Duckworth
Rep. J. Ferry
Sen. J. Iwamoto
Rep. P. Lyman
Sen. R. Okerlund
Rep. C. Snider
Rep. K. Stratton
Rep. C. Watkins
Rep. L. Wilde

Rep. T. Hawkes
Sen. D. Hinkins
Rep. M. McKell
Rep. C. Musselman
Sen. S. Sandall
Rep. M. Schultz
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